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	VERMONT LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE (LEPC)
 Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 9, 2024
Location: Virtual / Department of Public Safety, Waterbury VT
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1. Call to Order – Bob Morlino, chair, called the meeting to order at 10:01.

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda (delete Len Wallace presentation) 

3. Roll Call:
	Seat - Name
	Present
	Absent

	Rutland Regional Planning Commission REMC / LEPC Chair - Robert Morlino
	X
	

	Fire Service Coalition / LEPC Vice Chair – Kevin McAllister
	X
	

	Addison County REMC – Dan Kuzio
	
	X

	Bennington County REMC – Dara Zink
	X
	

	Caledonia-Essex REMC – Bruce Melendy
	
	X

	Central Vermont REMC – Jeff Campbell
	X
	

	Chittenden County REMC – Christine Forde
	        X
	

	Franklin Country REMC – Shawn Colman
	
	X

	Grand Isle County REMC – Brandy Latimer
	X
	

	Lamoille REMC – Jonathan DeLaBruere
	
	X

	Mount Ascutney Regional Commission REMC – Kevin McAllister
	X
	

	Orleans-Essex REMC – Bruce Melendy
	
	X

	Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission REMC – Alex Northern
	X
	

	Windham Regional Commission REMC – Alyssa Sabetto
	
	X

	VT Association of Planning & Development Agencies (VAPDA) – Andrew L’Roe (Alec Jones)
	X
	

	Unfilled Organization / Field Seats – do not count towards quorum:
Vermont Ambulance Association
Vermont Sheriffs’ Association
Vermont Association of Broadcasters
Vermont Agency of Transportation (AOT)
Vermont Healthcare Emergency Preparedness Coalition (VHEPC)
Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHS) Industry (1)
Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHS) Industry (2)
Vermont National Guard (VTNG)
Vermont Department of Health (VDH)
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Farms, and Markets (VAAFM)

	Non-Voting Members: Patrick McLaughlin (HAZMAT Response Team chief), Mike Skaza (Fire Academy), 

	Members of the public: Emily Harris (VEM) ,  Charles Colley (CISA – Region I) , Brad Roy (Vermont Rural Water Association), August Toynton (VDH), Keith Cubbonz, Emergency Manager Central VT RPC.




4. Approval of April 16, 2024 minutes. Approved
5.  Patrick McLaughlin, update on ACT 143 and significant Hazmat calla.
  Patrick explained that the Bill allows for a one-time appropriation of $250 K for the USAR team during this fiscal year. This will free up that amount of money for  VHMRT  to use to replace outdated equipment.  
Regarding significant Hazmat calls:
a) June 24 – major propane leak from an underground 1,000-gallon tank in Rutland Town. The tank's riser was run over by a sedan leaving a 3-inch hole resulting in a major release of propane. Rutland Town FD evacuated nearby buildings and used fog spray to mitigate the propane cloud. The Hazmat team responded with Truck 2 and the propane trailer. The leak eventually auto-refrigerated before a valve could be placed on the opening. The tank was removed.
b) June 24 – A second call came in from Brattleboro for a Hydrogen Chloride leak from a rail car. The rail car was loaded with approx.. 30,000 gallons of HCL and was leaking from a fitting on the top of the rail car. The Brattleboro FD requested the Hazmat team to respond to help mitigate the leak. Brattleboro FD set up a decon line while VHMRT made entry in Level B suits to place a collection pool under the rail car to catch the HCl. A second entry was made by VHMRT in Level A suits to the top of the rail car to open a valve and release the pressure. The leak was due to pressure build-up in the car (from the recent hot weather) and a faulty gasket on the fitting.
c) June 19 - Ammonia release in a condominium parking garage in Killington. Significant odor of ammonia was detected in an underground parking garage. Killington FD entered with SCBA and could see a low-lying cloud in the garage. They backed out and requested VHMRT response. Two VHMRT trucks and multiple personnel were dispatched to determine the cause and mitigate the ammonia. A source of the ammonia was not identified and a washdown of the garage was ordered. This lowered the odor significantly but the odor cam back the next day. Eventually, an industrial hygienist and a lab determined that the odor was from an intumescent paint that was sprayed on during the winter that had not cured properly. The hot weather caused the uncured paint to release ammonia. 
Chief McLaughlin also updated everyone on some training conducted since our last meeting:
VHMRT conducted an ammonia release training with Agirmark in Middlebury as well as Geographical Response Training (GRS) with the US EPA, Shelburne FD, Winooski FD, Colchester FD and USAR on boom deployment.
Also, VHMRT participated in UAS (drone) training with the UVM Geospatial Analysis lab. 
6. Public Comments. 
Andrew L’Roe asked about the pending OSHA emergency response rule. Pat McLaughlin, Kevin McAllister, Michael Skaza, and Robert Morlino all commented on many of the components that will increase the cost for fire companies as well as make it impossible for many volunteer fire departments to continue comply. The public comment submission is open until July 22 and everyone is urged to make comments.
Andrew also asked about the status of the Hazmat Compliance Officer position. Chief McLaughlin said he is waiting for Finance Management approval. 
Brad Roy (VT Rural Water Supply) -  ACT 143  our organization has been involved with ACT 143. Now there is an official first responder designation for water, wastewater and stormwater personnel.
So that's something that we ran into some issues during the big flooding events where water treatment plant operators weren't allowed to go to their treatment plants to get things back online, get water production happening, provide water for Fire Protection, provide safe drinking water, all those kinds of things.
So I just wanted to kind of bring a little bit of awareness and open the opportunity  get the word out a little bit and make sure that people who are responding to water and wastewater emergencies are actually able to get to their facilities and do the work that needs to be done to get these back online.

7. Meeting adjourned at 11:00. 
8. Video recording of meeting:
https://youtu.be/9efe-8cUDIM


Next Regular Meeting: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 at 10:00.

All LEPC meetings will be publicly warned at the Vermont Department of Libraries website located at http://libraries.vermont.gov/events
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