
Vermont Fire Academy 
FIRE INSTRUCTOR I – CHALLENGE EXAMINATION 

Practical Evaluation Guide 
 
 
The practical skills exam consists of 2 practical skill stations based on the requisite skills 
outlined in the current edition of NFPA 1041.  The stations will consist of delivering a cognitive 
presentation and delivering a psychomotor presentation.  The topics and prepared lesson 
materials for the practical skill exam presentations will be assigned and provided to the 
candidate 14 days prior to the exam date.  Candidates will be provided with a standard LCD 
projector, PC equipped with the current version of PowerPoint, paper easel, and 
markers.  Candidates are responsible for providing any additional equipment that may be 
necessary for their presentations. 
 
Evaluated Presentations 
Each student is required to present two evaluated presentations to successfully complete 
certification testing.  A cognitive and psychomotor presentation will be completed using 
prepared material assigned to the student by the Vermont Fire Academy two weeks in advance 
of the test date (NFPA 1041, 4.4.3).  The Instructor I candidate will deliver these speeches as 
assigned using supplied lesson plans, visual aids, and an evaluation tool for their topic. 
 
Evaluation of presentations will take into consideration the following presentation skills: 

1. Student introduction 
2. References used 
3. Objectives explained 
4. Use of 4-step method of instruction 
5. Adherence to outline 
6. Use of instructional aids 
7. Involvement of the students in class 
8. Evaluation of students 
9. General communication skills 
10.  Presentation met lesson objectives 

 
Evaluators will grade the presentation using the Student Presentation Evaluation Form. 
Candidates are required to pass both the cognitive and psychomotor presentations with a 
minimum score of 70%.  The evaluation will be performed by at least two evaluators and the 
scores from their Evaluation Forms will be averaged to determine the student’s score for that 
presentation.  Any candidate who fails to achieve a minimum score of 70% on these 
presentations will be allowed a second opportunity to pass the presentation after waiting 2 
weeks from the first presentation delivery.  A second attempt at a failed presentation must be 
made within 60 days of the date of the failed attempt.   
 
SA4: Cognitive Presentation 
The topic for this presentation will be assigned by the Vermont Fire Academy.  The candidate 
will be advised that they are instructing a group of recruit firefighters who are in a structured fire 
academy.  This is their first class with you as the instructor.  The presentation must meet the 
following criteria:   
 

1. Speech must be between 10 and 15 minutes in length (NFPA 1041, 4.3.2, 4.3.3). 



2. Candidate must utilize PowerPoint slides provided during speech (NFPA 1041, 4.4.6, 
4.4.7). 

3. Candidates will follow the lesson plan provided covering all elements within it. Student 
may adapt the lesson plan to student audience and classroom characteristics but may 
not modify the lesson plan content by altering objectives or outcomes (NFPA 1041, 
4.4.2, 4.4.4). 

4. Candidates will administer a sample quiz to students and use that quiz to evaluate and 
provide feedback to students (NFPA 1041, 4.5.2, 4.5.3, 4.5.4, 4.5.5). 

 
 
SA5:  Psychomotor Presentation 
The candidate will be instructed that they are instructing a group of recruit firefighters who are in 
a structured fire academy.  This is their first class with you as the instructor.  (NFPA 1041, 4.4.5) 
 

1. Speech must be between 10 and 15 minutes in length (NFPA 1041, 4.3.2, 4.3.3). 
2. Candidate must utilize skill sheet provided during demonstration (NFPA 1041, 4.4.6, 

4.4.7).  
3. Candidate will follow the lesson plan provided covering all elements within it. 
4. Candidate may adapt the lesson plan to student audience and classroom characteristics 

but may not modify the lesson plan content by altering objectives or outcomes (NFPA 
1041, 4.4.2, 4.4.4). 

5. Candidate will select at least one audience member to perform the skill and evaluate the 
student’s performance to provide feedback to student (NFPA 1041, 4.5.2, 4.5.3, 4.5.4, 
4.5.5). 

 
 



Fire Instructor I 
Psychomotor and Cognitive Presentation Evaluation 

Evaluator Scoring Rubric 

1. Did the student introduce him/herself and his/her lesson plan topic? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

No introduction of self or 
topic. 

Stated either name or topic 
only. No additional 
introductory information. 

Stated name and topic with 
minimal or no other 
information. 

Stated name, rank, 
department, topic. An 
average introduction to the 
presenter and topic. 

Stated name, rank, 
department topic, and 
somewhat addressed 
qualifications to instruct this 
topic. 

Impactful introduction, 
stated name, rank, 
department, topic, and 
established his/her 
qualifications to instruct this 
topic. 

2. Were the objectives for the lesson plan stated and covered during the presentation? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

Objectives of the lesson 
were not presented and not 
achieved in the lesson. 

Incompletely stated the 
objectives and did not 
completely cover them in 
the lesson. 

Incompletely stated the 
objectives but covered them 
in the lesson. 

Stated the objectives 
adequately and covered 
them in the lesson 
satisfactorily. Met the intent 
but did so with a need for 
improvement. 

Stated the objectives well 
and covered them in a 
slightly above average 
presentation that only 
requires minor adjustments. 

Stated objectives 
completely in a manner that 
provided clear expectations 
for the lesson and then met 
the objectives in a way that 
added to the presentation. 

3. Were the references used for the lesson plan properly stated? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

No references stated. Referenced only title, 
publisher, or chapter. 
Limited or incorrect 
reference information 
provided. 

Limited and incomplete 
reference information, 
missing title, edition, or 
publisher, needs additional 
information to be accurate. 

Adequately referenced title, 
edition, publisher, and 
chapter. 

Provided reference 
information beyond title, 
edition, publisher, and 
chapter. Requires minor 
adjustment to be complete. 

Provided reference to title, 
edition, publisher, chapter, 
specific section of chapter 
or skill drill, and/or 
referenced page numbers. 

4. Did the presenter use the preparation step to introduce the instruction and motivate students to learn? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

Did not explain the 
importance or relevance of 
the lesson to motivate the 
students. 

Inadequately used the 
preparation step which 
failed to show students the 
importance of the lesson. 

Employed the preparation 
step in a manner that was 
not motivating to the 
students. 

Adequately introduced the 
importance of the lesson in 
the preparation step. 

Above average use of the 
preparation step to relate 
the lesson to real-world 
applications and motivate 
students. 

Excellent use of preparation 
step to capture the 
student’s attention and 
motivate them to learn in a 
manner that added to the 
presentation. 

5. Did the instructor follow the provided lesson outline when presenting the lesson plan? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

Was unprepared and did 
not follow the lesson plan. 

Followed the lesson plan 
minimally, presentation was 
disorganized and did not 
flow well, or much of the 
material in the plan was not 
presented. 

Deviated moderately from 
the lesson plan, lesson was 
disorganized, some critical 
material in the plan was not 
presented. 

Followed the lesson plan 
adequately, all critical 
material within the plan was 
presented. 

Lesson plan was followed 
with all materials contained 
within the plan presented. 

Lesson plan followed 
exactly, well-organized 
presentation, flowed 
smoothly, had a clear 
purpose and direction, all 
material in the lesson plan 
was presented. 
 



6. Did the instructor use audiovisual aids to enhance the learning environment? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

No AV aids were used in the 
presentation. 

Presentation lacked AV aids 
and the presentation could 
have been enhanced with 
the use of different media 
formats. 

AV aids may have been 
present but were not 
effectively used to enhance 
the learning environment. 
Aids may have been 
distracting. 

Used the minimum AV aids 
necessary to enhance the 
learning environment, AV 
aids were used effectively. 

Used two or more forms of 
AV that enhanced the 
learning environment. 

Used more than two forms 
of AV, which contributed to 
a more much effective 
presentation. 

7.  Did the instructor use the application step to engage the students in the learning process? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

Presented the information 
without relating the topic to 
job tasks, no interaction 
with students. 

Attempted the application 
step but did not accurately 
relate the topic to common 
job tasks and was unable to 
engage the students. 

Interacted with the 
students, but was unable to 
clearly relate the topic to 
job tasks, students were 
engaged but not with the 
topic. 

Presented the information 
and related its application 
to job tasks, satisfactory 
interaction with students. 

Interacted with students 
well and provided above-
average explanations of 
how the topic related to job 
tasks. 

Connected with the 
students through frequent 
interaction and could 
provide great insight to the 
relevance of the topic to job 
tasks. 

8. Did the instructor evaluate the students understanding of the performance objectives? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

Did not verify the student’s 
comprehension during or 
after the presentation of 
the lesson. 

Minimally tested 
comprehension through 
evaluation, ineffective in 
determining student 
understanding of 
performance objectives. 

Tested comprehension 
using an evaluation means 
but did not provide 
constructive remediation or 
feedback. 

Verified comprehension 
orally during the lesson and 
offered remediation as 
necessary. 

Used at least two means to 
verify comprehension of the 
lesson and provided 
appropriate constructive 
remediation or feedback 

Frequently verified 
comprehension by written, 
oral, or performance 
evaluation during and after 
the lesson and provided 
constructive remediation or 
feedback. 

9. Were there any distracting characteristics or mannerisms during the presentation? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

Monotone, softly spoken, 
difficult to hear or 
understand throughout, 
excessive use of filler words 
(um, uh, er, ah, ok, like, 
right), excessive distracting 
actions, no eye contact with 
students. 

Appears uncomfortable, 
difficult to hear or 
understand at times, 
fidgets, frequent use of filler 
words, frequent distracting 
actions, poor eye contact 
with students. 

May be difficult to hear at 
times, frequent use of filler 
words, some distracting 
actions, doesn’t make good 
eye contact with students. 

Clear voice projection, easy 
to hear and understand, 
minimal use of filler words, 
minimal distracting actions. 

Clear voice projections, 
good eye contact with all 
students, no use of filler 
words, minimal distracting 
actions. 

Displays confidence, good 
eye contact with all 
students, moves about the 
room, strong and clear voice 
projection, doesn’t use filler 
words, no distracting 
actions. 

10. Was the lesson presented within the suggested time allotment? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 

Presentation was less than 
10 or more than 15 minutes 
in length. 

Presentation is between 10 
and 15 minutes, deviated 
from lesson plan to 
condense or lengthen the 
presentation due to poor 
time management. 

Presentation was falling less 
than 10 minutes and 
students intervened to 
lengthen the total time due 
to poor time management. 

Presentation was just over 
10 or just under 15 minutes, 
most components of the 
lesson plan were covered. 

Presentation is comfortably 
between 10 and 15 minutes 
and most of the lesson plan 
components were covered. 

Presentation is between 10 
and 15 minutes in length 
and includes all components 
of the lesson plan, exhibited 
good time management. 

 



Vermont Fire Academy 
Fire Service Instructor I—Student Presentation Evaluation Form 

Score /50 
 

Minimum Passing Score:  70% or 35 Points      Pass ____  Fail_____ 
 

Presentation Given:      SA4: Cognitive Presentation    SA5: Psychomotor Presentation 
 
Skill:  Demonstrate the ability to present a prepared lesson plan.  (NFPA 1041; 4.4.3) 
 
Competencies:  Present the lesson plan completing the following tasks: 
o Assemble and organize and adapt course materials  

(4.2.2, 4.3.2, 4.3.3) 
o Prepare classroom environment for presentation 

(4.4.2) 
o Operate/use audiovisual equipment  (4.4.6, 4.4.7) 
o Adjust and adapt lesson plan to differences in learning 

styles (4.4.3, 4.4.4, 4.4.5) 

o Present prepared lesson plans using appropriate 
teaching methods (4.4.3) 

o Use four-step teaching method (4.4.5) 
o Administer written or manipulative performance test 

(4.5.2) 
o Grade and report student test results and provide 

feedback to students (4.5.5) 
 

Instruction Rating Scale 
 
1. Did the student introduce himself or herself and his or her lesson plan topic? 

      ____________________________________________ 
0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              

2. Were the objectives for the lesson plan stated and covered during the presentation? 
      ____________________________________________ 

0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              
3. Were the references used for lesson plan properly stated? 

      ____________________________________________ 
0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              

4. Did the instructor use the preparation step to introduce the instruction and motivate students to learn? 
      ____________________________________________ 

0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              
5. Did the instructor follow the provided lesson outline when presenting the lesson plan? 

      ____________________________________________ 
0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              

6. Did the instructor use audiovisual aids to enhance the learning environment? 
      ____________________________________________ 

0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              
7. Did the instructor use the application step to engage the students in the learning process? 

      ____________________________________________ 
0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              

8. Did the instructor evaluate the students understanding of the performance objectives? 
      ____________________________________________ 

0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              
9. Were there any distracting characteristics or mannerisms during the presentation? 

      ____________________________________________ 
0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              

10. Was the lesson presented within the suggested time allotment?  (10 to 15 minutes) 
      ____________________________________________ 

0 1 2 3 4 5 Comments              
General comments: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        _________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Student Name Date of Presentation 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Subject/Topic Evaluator Signature 


