Vermont Division of Fire Safety

Quick Reference Guide
HOME SMOKE ALARMS

We are using the KIDDE Model P3010B for this project. The model is a 10-year, sealed batter, smoke
alarm with photoelectric sensing technology and Smart Hush feature. The 85dB alarm tone is
accompanied by a voice warning feature. The alarm will automatically activate when it is attached to the
mounting bracket.
After ten (10) years of cumulative power up, the end of alarm life will chirp, indicating the alarm needs
replacement. The customer can use a simple tool such as a screwdriver to deactivate the unit, stopping
the chirp and making it safe for disposal. Deactivation of the alarm is permanent. Once the alarm has
been deactivated, it cannot be reactivated!

INSTALLATION

It is recommended that smoke alarms be installed
in all single-family dwellings;

 On every level of the home, including basements.
 Outside each sleeping area. (for added protection you
may install alarms in each bedroom)
 On the ceiling (at least 4” away from a wall)
 On the wall (between 4”-12” down from the ceiling)
 Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions
Smoke, heat, and combustion products rise to the
ceiling and spread horizontally. Mounting the smoke
alarm on the ceiling in the center of the room places it
closest to all points in the room. Ceiling mounting is
preferred in ordinary residential construction.

ATTACHING MOUNTING PLATE
1. Choose a mounting location (wall or ceiling) and using the
mounting plate provided as a template, mark three-hole locations.
2. Install the three provided screws through the mounting plate and
tighten. DO NOT over-tighten screws. (If mounting in plasterboard
or similar surface, drill 3/16” holes and use the plastic anchors
provided.) Anchors are not required for mounting on hard surfaces
such as wood.
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SMOKE ALARMS EDUCATIONAL SAFETY MESSAGES
Working smoke alarms save lives, cutting
the risk of dying in a home fire in half.
Smoke alarms should be installed and
maintained in every home.
Install smoke alarms in every sleeping
room, outside each separate sleeping area,
and on every level of the home.
Install alarms in the basement. Larger
homes may require additional smoke
alarms to provide a minimum level of
protection.
Install smoke alarms away from the
kitchen to prevent nuisance alarms. They
should be at least 10 feet (3 meters) from a
cooking appliance.
In Vermont Any single-family dwelling
when built new or transferred by sale or
exchange shall contain photoelectric-onlytype smoke detectors

Make sure everyone in the home understands
the sound of the smoke alarm and knows how
to respond.
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for
cleaning to keep smoke alarms working. The
instructions are included in the package or
can be found on the internet.
Smoke alarms with non-replaceable (long-life)
batteries are designed to remain effective for
up to 10 years. If the alarm chirps, warning
that the battery is low, replace the entire
smoke alarm right away.
For smoke alarms that do not have nonreplaceable (long-life) batteries, replace
batteries at least once a year.
If the alarm chirps, replace only the battery
Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10
years old.
Replace any smoke alarm that does not
respond after a new battery has been installed

Test smoke alarms at least once a month
using the test button.

Be sure smoke alarms are installed in all
rental housing. Contact your landlord,
property manager, or fire department for help.

If you sleep with the bedroom door closed,
install smoke alarms inside and outside
the bedroom.

Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10
years old.
Replace any smoke alarm that does not
respond after a new battery has been
installed.

Additional Fire Safety Information
Make a home escape plan. Draw a map of each level of the home. Show all doors and windows.
Go to each room and point to the two ways out. Practice the plan with everyone in your household,
including visitors.
Children, older adults, and people with disabilities may need assistance to wake up and get out.
Make sure that someone will help them.
Have an outside meeting place (something permanent, like a tree, light pole, or mailbox) a safe
distance in front of the home where firefighters will easily find you
Get out and stay out. Never go back inside for people, pets, or things.
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CARBON MONOXIDE
ALARMS

For this project, we are using the KIDDE Model C3010-D. The model is a 10-year, sealed battery, Carbon Monoxide Alarm.
This alarm is a 10-year, sealed battery, carbon monoxide alarm which includes a digital display feature and uses electrochemical sensing technology to protect from the dangers of carbon monoxide

INSTALLATION
It is recommended that CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) alarms be installed all in single-family dwellings;
 mounted in or near bedrooms and living areas.
 installed CO alarms on each level of your home.
 When choosing your installation locations, make sure you can hear the alarm from all sleeping
areas. If you install only one CO alarm in your home, install it near bedrooms, not in the basement or
furnace room.
 When wall mounting, place out of reach of children. Under no circumstances should children be
allowed to handle the CO alarm.
 Placing the alarm at eye level allows for optimum monitoring of the digital display

MOUNTING
For wall mounting, follow these steps:
1. Using the mounting bracket, place it in the desired location and
mark the location of the two holes needed on the wall.
2. Insert the two screws provided until the screw heads are protruding
Approximately 1/8” from the wall. (If mounting in a plasterboard or drywall,
drill a 3/16” hole in the wall and use the plastic anchors provided.)
3. Hook the CO alarm over the screws and onto the keyholes in the back
mounting plate of the alarm. After the mounting plate is secured to the wall,
slide the alarm down over the mounting plate until it snaps into place.
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CARBON MONOXIDE ALARMS
EDUCATIONAL SAFETY MESSAGES
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a gas you cannot
see, taste, or smell. It is often called “the
invisible killer.” It is created when fossil fuels,
such as kerosene, gasoline, coal, natural gas,
propane, methane, or wood do not burn
completely. CO gas can kill people and pets.
Carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning can result
from malfunctioning or improperly vented
furnaces or other heating appliances,
portable generators, water heaters, clothes
dryers, or cars left running in garages.
Choose a carbon monoxide (CO) alarm that is
listed by a qualified testing laboratory.
Install and maintain carbon monoxide alarms
(CO) outside each separate sleeping area, on
every level of the home, and in other
locations as required by laws, codes, or
standards. Follow the manufacturer’s
instructions for placement and mounting
height.
If you have combination smoke/carbon
monoxide (CO) alarms, follow the directions
for smoke alarm installation.
Carbon monoxide (CO) alarms are not
substitutes for smoke alarms and vice versa.
Know the difference between the sound of
smoke alarms and the sound of CO alarms.

Test carbon monoxide (CO) alarms at least
once a month and replace them if they fail to
respond when tested.
The sensors in CO alarms have a limited life.
Replace the CO alarm according to
manufacturer’s instructions or when the
end-of-life signal sounds
Have fuel-burning heating equipment
(fireplaces, furnaces, water heaters, wood
stoves, coal stoves, space heaters, and
portable heaters) and chimneys inspected
by a professional every year.
Vent the exhaust from fuel-burning
equipment to the outside to avoid carbon
monoxide (CO) poisoning. Keep the venting
clear and unblocked.
Never run a vehicle or other fueled engine or
motor in a garage, even if garage doors are
open. The carbon monoxide (CO) gas can
kill people and pets.
If Your Carbon Monoxide (CO) Alarm Sounds
Immediately move to a fresh air location
outdoors. Make sure everyone is accounted
for. Call 9-1-1 or the fire department from the
fresh air location. Remain there until
emergency personnel declare that it is safe
to re-enter the home.

Additional Fire Safety Information

Activation of the CO Alarm indicates the presence of Carbon Monoxide (CO) which can kill you. Never
ignore a CO alarm. A true alarm is an indication of potentially dangerous levels of CO. CO alarms
are designed to alert you to the presence of CO before an emergency – before most people would
experience symptoms of CO poisoning, giving you time to resolve the problem calmly.
Many people think that CO alarms operate like smoke alarms. Like smoke alarms, CO alarms monitor
the air in your home and sound a loud alarm to warn you of trouble. The way you respond to a CO
alarm is quite different than a smoke alarm. That’s because a house fire and a CO problem are two
distinctly different situations.
You should take extra precautions to protect high-risk persons from CO exposure because they may
experience ill effects from CO at levels that would not ordinarily affect a healthy adult.
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LIFETONE HL
Bedside Fire Alarm

The Lifetone HL™ Bedside Fire Alarm and Clock MODEL HLAC150 is not a smoke detector and does not
detect smoke. Instead, it detects the alarm sounds made by smoke alarms and smoke alarm systems that use
a standard T3 alarm signal. The Lifetone HL™ Bedside Fire Alarm and Clock (“Lifetone HL™ Fire Alarm”) is
an assistive alerting device intended for use in a residence by individuals with hearing loss or the deaf.








INSTALLATION

This unit is to be placed in a nighttime sleeping area next to a bed.
Place the Lifetone HL next to your bed and 3 feet from where your head will be.
Face the speaker toward the pillow.
Keep the Microphone Grille and Dust Protector free and clear.
The Lifetone Bed Shaker may be placed under the mattress pad or the pillow.
Keep your Lifetone HL™ Fire Alarm connected to an electrical outlet. Replace the batteries in
your Lifetone HL™ as needed.
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CRR TEAM INFO

This program is designed to help protect Vermont’s most at risk rural residents in their homes. we
are using 10-Year Sealed Lithium Battery Operated alarms. The program is designed for owner
occupied single-family homes only. It is also not designed to fulfill insurance policies or code
inspection requirements.
Residential buildings that are classified as rental property, Rooming and Lodging or other
occupancies may require additional fire detection measures that the Firesafe 802 program is not
designed to provide. However, if we locate a property that does not have smoke or co alarms we will
install alarms to make sure they are covered.
All program supplies and materals are free to any family living in a single-famly home.

IN-HOME VISIT TIPS
Do not approach homes with signs that read "No Trespassing" or "No So soliciting." Avoid homes that
have warning signs about aggressive dogs or where dogs cannot be safely secured.
 Always stay within eyesight of your volunteer group and never enter or leave a home without all
members of your team.
 After knocking on a door or ringing a doorbell, take several steps back and wait no more than two
minutes for an answer.
 If the resident answers, politely intro duce yourself and your fellow team members before describing
the services that your team is there to offer on behalf of the program in coordination with the local fire
department, including free smoke/ CO alarm installations and providing life saving fire safety information.
Explain that this effort is a FREE community risk reduction program to help Identify and correct home fire
hazards via a home safety survey. This is not a home inspection, we will only offer suggestions of things
that may need attention to keep them and their family safe.
Before entering a home, always get permission from an adult (18+) resident. Do not enter a residence if
children are home alone or if an adult resident is not present.
Use the buddy system inside of the home. Individual volunteers should never be left alone in a room or
with a resident.
If ever you feel that you or your team are in danger, please call 911 immediately.
Do not leave new uninstalled smoke alarms with residents - even if they promise to do the installations
themselves. It is important that we leave each home knowing that they are protected by working alarms!

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE IN-HOME VISIT
•
•
•
•
•

Provide in-home fire safety prevention education and perform home safety visits.
Testing and (as needed) installing new free Smoke and CO alarms.
Provide special devices for the hearing-impaired persons .
Educating the resident on fire safety and offer ways to make issues safer via a home safety survey.
Documenting resident information, services provided and identify any additional needs.
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TASKS OF THE TEAM
Leadership
The leadership team oversees event planning and the overall operations of the event and support the
teams in the field.
Smoke Alarm Installers are responsible for:
Testing each smoke alarm in the resident’s presence;
Replacing alarms when needed
Installing smoke alarms; and testing each new alarm to ensure that working properly
Ensuring that all homes have at least one working smoke alarm on each level of the home; Identifying
where to install smoke alarms;
new alarms should be tested in the resident’s presence after installation is complete.
Safety Educators provide
Providing information regarding Smoke/CO Alarms
Help the residents make a fire escape plan
Review a home fire safety survey checklist with the residents and offer suggestions how to make the
home safer
Provide other fire safety education as needed
Admin / Documenter are responsible for:
Ensuring the correct documentation (electronic and/or paper) is completed for each home visit;
Keeping track of supplies;
Keeping track of and reporting program metrics such as the number of smoke alarms installed; and
Ensuring the homeowner completes required documents (acknowledgment, releases, etc.).

Vermont Division of Fire Safety

Quick Reference Guide

Temporary Program Modifications Durring the COVID-19 Pandemic
In light of the COVID-19 situation, many departments have put thir programs on hold. We have recived several questons on
what departments can do durring the pandemic. Despite this year’s unique challenges, fire safety education is still essential in
keeping our families safe from fire. In order to keep responders and residents safe we are recommending changes to the
FIRESAFE 802 program operations. This guidance should be used until we receive undated information from the agency of
health and the Governor’s office.
One of the mayjor challenges related to the current pandemic
is the temporary loss of the normally formalized, structured,
and robust application of the home safety visit and the home
alarm instulation.

RECOMMENDED PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS
In accordance with the Governor’s directives and to limit
person contact, in home visits and installations have been
restricted. However;
• Respond to questions from residents regarding public
health concerns, refer residents to the health dept web site
for the most up to date information.
• Emergency home safety visits should only be considered
after the occupant has answers triage questions over the
phone.
• The visit forms including the occupants contact
information must be maintained for 30 days in the event
contact tracing is required by the Health Department.

FRONT PORCH MEETING
To reduce interactions and to matain physical distancing
“Frount porch meetings” are allowed durring this time.
When conducting a meeting;
•

Wear facial coverings and matain physical distancing.

•

Alarms may be given to the home owner or resident to
install.

•

You should go over, in detail the installation instructions
and answer any questons.

•

It should be stressed that the alarms must be installed,
actavated and tested immediately.

•

You should also provide copies of educational materals
and the quick reference guide instructions.

•

The owner or resident must still sign the form and it
should be noted that this was a front porch meeting
combined with no home safety survey was conducted
and the alarmes were give to the person to install.

As we navigate the evolving situation with COVID-19,
the Division of Fire Safety and Vermonts emergency
services remain committed to delivering resources to
help minimize risk and help prevent loss, injuries, and
death from fire and other emergencies.

EMERGENCY VISITS & INSTALLS
When it discovered that there are no alarms installed or a
person is unable to install them on there own. It maybe
considered a necessary to enter the home. The same
precautions should be used as we do on an emergency
scene.
Pre-Entry (size-up)

Ask questions
Look for clues

Entry:

Limit personnel
Look for clues
Limit time inside

Post Entry:

Isolate
Decontaminate
Document

Additionally;
• Masks and gloves shall be worn at all times in the home
• Social distancing will be used at all times.
• When working inside, open doors and windows to promote
air flow to the greatest extent possible.
• Smoke alarm equipment and tools shall remain in the bag
unless being used. equipment should not be set on any
surfaces in the home except for the bag. Tools shall be
Decontaminated after use.
• Any Gloves, shoe coverings and masks used should be
placed in plastic bags before getting back into the vehicle.
• Any waste, boxes, or old alarms will be left in the home for
the occupant to dispose of later. Nothing from the home will
be brought back with the team.
• Before getting back into the vehicle, the team shall
disinfect anything and use hand sanitizer before re-entering
the vehicle.

