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 Directors Message 

Division of Fire Safety Gathers in Montpelier 

To Honor Student Artists 

 On Friday, November 6th, 2015 the Division of Fire safety 

held its 2016 Fire Safety Calendar Program. With assistance from 

the Commissioner of Public Safety Keith Flynn and the Director of 

the Division of Fire Safety Mike Desrochers the Division celebrated 

the 25th anniversary of this very successful fire safety education 

program. “Sparky” the Fire Dog and Smokey Bear were also 

present to greet and congratulate the participants. The Division 

recognized 27 students for their artful creations that will be 

included in the 2016 calendar. During the ceremony, 14 students 

were presented with honorable mention certificates and gifts and 

13 students were presented with winner’s certificates, gifts and 

special edition Vermont Teddy Bears. The Vermont Teddy Bears 

were clad in their own firefighter turnout gear, which included the 

Division of Fire Safety patch. 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Board 

meetings 

Electrical Board Meeting: 
December 1, 2015, 9AM 

 
Elevator Board Meeting:  
December 8, 2015 9AM 

 
Access Board Meeting:   

December 7, 2015, 1:30PM  
 

Plumbing Board Meeting: 
January 12, 2016, 9AM 

Safe use of Candles and Holiday Safety 
 

Picture by: Mckayla Jackman 
Bristol Elementary School, Bristol, VT as displayed for the 

month of December in our  2015 Fire Safety Calendar. 
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During the program, the Division of Fire Safety also made two special presentations in honor of 

the 25th Anniversary: 

 

 Retired Deputy Director Robert Howe was 

honored for his creation and dedication to 

the calendar program for the past 25 years. 

Robert was unable to make it to the pro-

gram, however his daughter, Andrea Fas-

set, accepted on his behalf, a framed poster 

depicting the covers from the past 25 years 

of the calendar program and a special edi-

tion Vermont Teddy Bear. The name of the 

program was officially changed that day to 

“The Robert Howe Fire Safety Calen-

dar” by declaration and gubernatorial 

proclamation.  

 

 Larry Brown, from L Brown & Sons Printing, Inc., 

was also honored for years of support and dedication 

to the program. Larry was presented a plaque of ap-

preciation and a special edition Vermont Teddy Bear.  

 

The Division staff will be distributing the calendars 

as soon as possible to all the third graders and should 

anyone like their own calendar, please contact your 

local Division of Fire Safety Regional Office.  
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2015 NFIRS SUBMITTED AND MISS ING INCIDEN T REPORTS - UPDATE         

National Fire Incident Reporting System  

Fighting Fire with Facts  

It’s Time to Get Your 

Reports Up-to-Date!  
NFIRS is the fire service’s tool to report its emergency responses. It is the largest incident-based database in the world. 
Incidents are reported every 1.5 seconds and a fire incident was reported every 25 seconds. The sheer size of this data-
base with more than 35 years of incidents makes it a valuable tool at the local, state, and national levels.  

The fire service should be reporting all of its emergency response incidents to NFIRS. The numbers tell the fire service’s 
story, and only the fire service can best tell its story. In our ever-changing world, the fire service’s first line of defense is 
timely accurate information that is shared, integrated, analyzed, and acted upon quickly and effectively. Since NFIRS is 
becoming more open and visible to its users, the fire service must make it count by caring about its data and sharing its 
data. 

The deadline for submitting all 2015 reports is  

January 19, 2016!  

Fire department reporting is required by state law. And each fire department is required to submit their emergency incident data 
reports to the Vermont State Fire Marshal’s Office in accordance with Vermont Law 20 V.S.A. Section 2833. 

The Division of Fire Safety continues to thank those departments that report valid incident reports on a timely bases. 
These reports are being used at the state and national level to make decisions that will affect public safety and the fire 

service for years to come. 

On our website there will be a report listing the current data entry status of Vermont’s fire departments -- if your department is 
behind please make every effort to get caught up as soon as possible.  

 
For additional Incident Reporting Resources or information please visit: 

http://firesafety.vermont.gov/fire_investigation/vfirs/ 

Please include: Your department name, FDID #, and the account user name. We will reset the account to the default password 
as soon as possible. Please note, due to the massive volume of phone calls we receive this time of year, we are not able to 

accept reset requests by phone. An email allows us to re-set you faster. 

 

NFIRS RESETS 

In an effort to better support Vermont’s departments and to increase the timely resets of NFIRS accounts,  

 

All reset inquiries should now be sent to dps.vfirs@vermont.gov  

 

In your e-mail be sure to include: Your department name, FDID #, and the account user name 

 

 

http://firesafety.vermont.gov/fire_investigation/vfirs/reports
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 The holidays are upon us again, with them come the cold weather, shorter days, and the hazards 

related to snow and ice. For many of us preparing for winter is an annual ritual which we do by instinct 

without giving much thought to the extra hazards which the holidays and the weather bring with them. 

Included is a list of items we may want to be thoughtful about in the coming days.  

 

 Christmas Trees are a major concern for fire safety personnel; many commercial occupancies are 

limited to use of a tree. Here are some tips that will help you keep your tree safe for the holidays:  

o Think about updating your lights, holiday lighting are designed to be used on a      
 temporary basis and can become a hazard if overused, also the new LED lighting  elimi-
nates the heating issue and are very energy efficient.  

o Water your tree daily, a dry tree is a flammable tree.  

o Keep your tree away from any heat source, heaters, wood stoves or candles.  

 

 Candles are the cause of many accidental fires this time of the year, please use with care and follow 

these suggestions:  

o Always keep candles away from flammable material such as curtains and clothing.  

o Never leave lit candles unattended.  

o Consider using alternatives devices like LED ornamental lighting  
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Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code Update 

 

 The Division of Fire Safety has begun the process to 

update the 2012 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code. The 

Division will be adopting the 2015 editions of the Life Safe-

ty , Fire and Building Codes and all related reference 

codes.  This process will take the Division the next few 

months to complete with an anticipated  effective date of 

July 1, 2016.  The Division has been conducting a prelimi-

nary review of the codes and comparing changes to the 

Vermont Rules. I will keep you updated as the process 

moves forward. 
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 Heating Systems and Chimney Vents require annual maintenance for both efficiency and safe-

ty. You should consider following these simple rules:  

o Have your heating appliance serviced at least every 2 years.  

o Inspect your chimney or vent system annually, depending on your fuel this may  
 need to be done more often.  

o Always use and maintain the heating device as per the manufacturers requirements.  

 

 Smoke and CO Detectors are the most important safety device a person can have in their home 

but they are only good if they work. Inspecting your detectors is simple and should be done at 

least once a month, please do these simple checks:  

o Make sure the batteries have been replaced, we recommend replacing them when you 
change your clocks.  

o Push the test button on the alarm, if it does not alarm sound you may need to replace the 
detector.  

o If you are receiving false alarms with your detector it may need to be relocated, follow-
ing the manufactures installation guidelines will help minimize false alarms.  

 

 Snow and Ice bring many hazards while walking and driving, but they also bring hazards to your 

home and office which may need to be addressed:  

o All exits should be cleaned and maintained in case the main exit becomes inaccessible 
during an emergency, this should include the removal of snow and ice to allow for use by 
you and others.  

o Please check your vents and chimneys from being blocked after a heavy snowstorm, a 
blocked vent can cause the exhaust to backup in your home creating a possible Carbon 
Monoxide hazard which could be deadly.  

o Be aware of heavy snow and ice buildup on roofs of your building, the building is de-
signed to withstand a normal snow load but an excessive buildup can cause collapse.  

 

Following these guidelines could help keep you and your family safe this winter. For additional in-

formation you can contact your local fire department, your insurance company, contact the State of 

Vermont, Division of Fire Safety at 800-640-2106. Additional information can be found at firesafe-

ty.vermont.gov  
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State of Vermont    Dept of Public Safety 

www.firesafety.vermont.gov 

CALENDAR OF  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Event  Location  

1 Electrical Board Meeting BERLIN 

7 Access Board Meeting BERLIN 

8 Elevator Board Meeting BERLIN 

16 Division Training for STAFF BERLIN 

25 Christmas Day ~ State Offices Closed ALL 

November 2015 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Date Event  Location  

10 Plumbing Board BERLIN 

11 Veterans Day ~ State Offices Closed ALL 

26 Thanksgiving Day ~ State Offices Closed ALL 

27 Holiday ~ State Offices Closed ALL 

December 2015 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

~BOARD DEADLINE 
REMINDER~ 

If you have a board agenda 
item, it needs to be  received 

at the Central Office  

no later than 2 weeks  prior 

to the board meeting. 

 (for all boards – Access, 
Electrical, Elevator  & 

Plumbing) 

 

 

From All of us here at  

The Division of Fire Safety 

Have a safe and  Happy Holiday Season! 



 

State of Vermont          Division of Fire Safety 

1311 US Route 302—Berlin Suite 600 

Barre, VT  05641-2351 

FIRESAFETY.VERMONT.GOV 

Vermont Department of Public Safety 

Division of Fire Safety 

Central Office 

1311 US Route 302— Suite 600 
Barre, VT 05641-2351   

Phone (802) 479-7561   Fax (802) 479-7562 
Toll Free (800) 640-2106 

Vermont Fire Academy 
 

93 Davison Drive 
Pittsford, VT 05763 

Phone (802) 483-2755   Fax (802) 483-2464    
Toll Free (800) 615-3473 

HAZMAT Response Team                    
Phone (802) 479-7586     

Fax (802) 479-7562         
Toll Free (800) 641-5005 

Regional Offices: 

Barre                                           

1311 US Route 302— Suite 500 
Barre, VT 05641-7301 
Phone (802) 479-4434   Fax (802) 479-4446    
Toll Free (888) 870-7888 

Springfield                                             

100 Mineral Street— Suite 307 
Springfield VT 05156-3168 
Phone (802) 885-8883   Fax (802) 885-8885 
Toll Free (866) 404-8883 

Rutland 

56 Howe Street, Building A— Suite 200 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone (802) 786-5867   Fax (802) 786-5872 
Toll Free (888) 370-4834 

Williston                                                    

380 Hurricane Lane— Suite 101 
Williston, VT 05495-2080 
Phone (802) 879-2300   Fax (802) 879-2312 
Toll Free (800) 366-8325 

DIVISION OF STATE POLICE—FIRE INVESTIGATION 

Waterbury—45 State Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671-1300— (802) 244-8781—Fax (802) 241-5371 

REMEMBER …. Smoke Detectors, Fire Sprinklers and Carbon  

Monoxide Detectors Save Lives  

To be added to the monthly newsletter email 
mailing list contact the Central Office 

(802) 479-7561 
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