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Division of Fire Safety Gathers in Montpelier

Directors Message 1

R ) To Honor Student Artists

Robert Howe Proclamation | 3 On Friday, November 6th, 2015 the Division of Fire safety
Public Education 4 held its 2016 Fire Safety Calendar Program. With assistance from
NFIRS Reporting the Commissioner of Public Safety Keith Flynn and the Director of

_ - - the Division of Fire Safety Mike Desrochers the Division celebrated
Holiday Safety information

the 25th anniversary of this very successful fire safety education

Building Code Update/
holiday safety information

program. “Sparky” the Fire Dog and Smokey Bear were also

Calendar of Fire Events 12 present to greet and congratulate the participants. The Division

. . recognized 27 students for their artful creations that will be
ontact Information 13

included in the 2016 calendar. During the ceremony, 14 students

Upcoming Board were presented with honorable mention certificates and gifts and
ti . . R . .
Electrigeéeogﬁieeting: 13 students were presented with winner’s certificates, gifts and

December 1, 2015, 9AM special edition Vermont Teddy Bears. The Vermont Teddy Bears

Elevator Board Meeting: were clad in their own firefighter turnout gear, which included the
December 8, 2015 9AM Division of Fire Safety patch.
Access Board Meeting:

December 7, 2015, 1:30PM

Plumbing Board Meeting:
January 12, 2016, 9AM

Safe use of Candles and Holiday Safety

Picture by: Mckayla Jackman
Bristol Elementary School, Bristol, VT as displayed for the
month of December in our 2015 Fire Safety Calendar.
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Continued:

During the program, the Division of Fire Safety also made two special presentations in honor of
the 25th Anniversary:

e Retired Deputy Director Robert Howe was
honored for his creation and dedication to
the calendar program for the past 25 years.
Robert was unable to make it to the pro-
gram, however his daughter, Andrea Fas-
set, accepted on his behalf, a framed poster
depicting the covers from the past 25 years
of the calendar program and a special edi-
tion Vermont Teddy Bear. The name of the
program was officially changed that day to
“The Robert Howe Fire Safety Calen-
dar” by declaration and gubernatorial
proclamation.

e Larry Brown, from L Brown & Sons Printing, Inc.,
was also honored for years of support and dedication
to the program. Larry was presented a plaque of ap-

4 preciation and a special edition Vermont Teddy Bear.

# The Division staff will be distributing the calendars
f as soon as possible to all the third graders and should
anyone like their own calendar, please contact your

local Division of Fire Safety Regional Office.

25™ ANNUAL
ROBERT HOWE FIRE SAFETY CALENDAR

— 2016

A Statewide Fire Safety Program presented by the Vermont Division of Fire Safety
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State of Yermont
Executive Department
A Proclamation

WHEREAS, guality public fire prevention programs directly affect the safety and well-being of the
residents and visitors of the State of Vermont; and

WHEREAS, these fire prevention programs affect the overall quality of life and are an integral part
of the Division of Fire Safety’s mission statement in protecting lives and property within the State of
Vermont; and

WHEREAS, the Fire Safety Calendar program is annually incorporated with the observance of
Nationai Fire Prevention Week: and

WHEREAS, the current Fire Safety Calendar program was created and designed as a collaboration
between the Division of Fire Safety and our locai schools to incorporate the artwork of third grade
students that depict important fire safety messages into calendars that are distributed to thousands of
households annually; and

WHEREAS, teachers and fire departments have used the Fire Safety Calendar program to reinforce
essential fire prevention and home safety messages resulting in the saving of lives and property; and

WHEREAS, the Fire Safety Calendar program has received financial support from L, Brown &
Sons Printing, Inc., the American Fire Sprinkler Association, several state of Vermont Fire Service
organizations and associations, as well as numerous other individual sponsors over the past 25 years:
and

WHEREAS, the Fire Safety Calendar program was created 25 years ago by Deputy Director
(Retired) Robert Howe, with assistance from several dedicated Division Staff members, to reach out
and educate the children of our state on the important and invaluable messages of fire safety and fire
prevention; and

WHEREAS, Deputy Director Howe has made significant contributions to the health and well-being
of our communities through his unwavering support for fire safety and fire prevention, and has
worked tirelessly to ensure the success of the Fire Safety Calendar program since its inception;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Peter Shumlin, Governor. do hereby proclaim that as of the 6™ aay of
November 2015 that the Fire Safety Calendar program shall now be officially named the

ROBERT HOWE FIRE SAFETY CALENDAR PROGRAM
in Vermont.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of
t on this 20 th day of October, A D. 2015
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Vermont Division of Fire Safety VERAONT
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Micheal D. Greenia Operations Chief
1311 US Route 302 Barre VT  802.479.7587  michesl greenig@vermont gov

DFS PEIl Starts a Facebook Page

The DFS Public Education Section has started a Facebook page K Like us on
to share fire safety information and resources more effectively.

o Visit I facebook.com/firesafe802
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Practice safe
cooking this

——— FIE MAESA
r g Thanksgiving.
f AL 22 Home cooking fires happen
T
moat often on Thanksgiving

Stand by your pan: it you are
cooking at high lemperalures
turn oft the b r before
leaving the kitchen

PUBLIC EDUCATION RESOURCES

Heat your home safely.

Keep anything that can burn
3 feet away from a fireplace.
wood stove or space heater. 35 ©0 get hot.

Keep children 3 feet
from anything that can

Space heaters an pvetops can
causs terrible burns

e | % FEMA Ko e | @) FEMA

Water your Christmas Keep snow and ice 3 feet

tree every day. away from fire hydrants.

A dry tree s dangerous because . In case of fire, firefighters need

it can catch on fire easily. 10 be able to get 1o the hydrants
quickly to protect people and
property.



PAGE 5 DECEMBER 2015

2015 NFIRS SUBMITTED AND MISSING INCIDENT REPORTS - UPDATE

National Fire Incident Reporting System

]F[L«g]hlltii1n1g Fire with Facts

It’s Time to Get Your
Reports Up-to-Date!

'TELL-

NFIRS is the fire service’s tool to report its emergency responses. It is the largest incident-based database in the world.
Incidents are reported every 1.5 seconds and a fire incident was reported every 25 seconds. The sheer size of this data-
base with more than 35 years of incidents makes it a valuable tool at the local, state, and national levels.

The fire service should be reporting all of its emergency response incidents to NFIRS. The numbers tell the fire service’s
story, and only the fire service can best tell its story. In our ever-changing world, the fire service’s first line of defense is
timely accurate information that is shared, integrated, analyzed, and acted upon quickly and effectively. Since NFIRS is
becoming more open and visible to its users, the fire service must make it count by caring about its data and sharing its
data.

The deadllne for submitting all 2015 reports is

January 19, 2016!

Fire department reporting is required by state law. And each fire department is required to submit their emergency incident data
reports to the Vermont State Fire Marshal’s Office in accordance with Vermont Law 20 V.S.A. Section 2833.

The Division of Fire Safety continues to thank those departments that report valid incident reports on a timely bases.
These reports are being used at the state and national level to make decisions that will affect public safety and the fire
service for years to come.

On our website there will be a report listing the current data entry status of Vermont’s fire departments -- if your department is
behind please make every effort to get caught up as soon as possible.

For additional Incident Reporting Resources or information please visit:

http://firesafety.vermont.gov/fire_investigation/vfirs/

Please include: Your department name, FDID #, and the account user name. We will reset the account to the default password
as soon as possible. Please note, due to the massive volume of phone calls we receive this time of year, we are not able to
accept reset requests by phone. An email allows us to re-set you faster.

|
NFIRS RESETS

In an effort to better support Vermont’s departments and to increase the timely resets of NFIRS accounts,

All reset inquiries should now be sent to dps.vfirs@vermont.qov

In your e-mail be sure to include: Your department name, FDID #, and the account user name


http://firesafety.vermont.gov/fire_investigation/vfirs/reports
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Seasonal Fire Salety

Autumn is the beginning of the holiday season, a time when hectic activity distracts many people’s attention
from fire safety. Holiday decorations, Trees, lights, candles, cooking. and wood stoves all produce extra fire
hazards in our homes. Most fires and injuries are preventable and by taking precautions you can make the
difference between a happy and safe holiday or a holiday tragedy.

COOKING Safety HEATING Safety

Choose the Right Equipment and Use It
Properly

+ Follow manufacturers” Instrucons and code
raquiremants when Instaliing and oparating cooking
equipment.

¢ Plug microwave ovens and ofher cooking appliances
diractly Into an outiet. Never use an extension cord for

a cooking appliancs, as It can overioad the circult and
causse a fire.

Watch What You Heat

¢ The isading causs of fires In e kitchen s unattended
cooking.

¢ Stay In the kitchen when you ars frying, grilling, or
broiling food. If you leave the kiichen for even a short
period of tims, turn off the stove.

+ If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or bolling food,
chack It reguiarly, remain In the homs while food Is
cooking, and use a Smer to remind you that you're
cooking.

¢ Stay alert! To prevent cooking fires, you have to be alert.
You won't be If you are sleepy. have baen drinking

alcohol, or have taken medicine that makes you
drowsy.

Keep Things That Can Catech Fire and Heat
Sources Apart

¢ Keep anything that can catch fire - pothoiders, oven
mitts, woodan utensiis, paper or plastic bags, food

+ Have your chimney or wood stove Inspectad and cleaned
annually by a certified chimney speclalist

+ Keap anything that can burn at least three feet away from
heating equipment, like the furnacse, firaplace, wood
stove, or portable spacs heatsr. Clear the arsa around
the hearth of debris, decorations and flammable
matsrials.

+ Leave glass NMireplace doors open while buming a firs.
Laaving the doors open ensures that the fire recslves
enough air to ensure complets combusfion and keeps
creosots from bullding up In the chimney.

+ Closs glass doors when the firs Is out to keep air from the

chimney opening from getting Into the room. Most glass
fireplace doors have @ metal mesh screen which should
be closad when the giass doors are open.

+ Keap alr Inlets on wood stoves open, and never restrict alr
supply to fireplaces. Otherwise you may cause creosots
bulidup that could Isad to a chimney firs.

4 Have a three-foot “kid-free zons™ around opan fires and
space heaters.

+ Remember to furn portabile heatsrs off when leaving the
room or going to bed.
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to prevent them from knocking things onto the bumser.

¢ Wear short, close-fitling or tightly rolled sleeves when
cooking. Looss clothing can dangle onfo stove
bumers and cafch firs.

>

This cheet is designed to prowide information to enhanoe the pubiio safety of 3il Vermonters. This fire safety sheet is not an all-molusive ist of state Gws or 2dditional 0ode requirements Mat may
0ply. This sducational resourse sheet does not 0Ty the forse of iegal opinion and was deveioped by e Vermont Division of Fire Safety, with information provided by The ULS. Fire Administrasion,
Canters for Diszace Control and Prevention, and the Nabonal Fire Protection Assonistion INFPAL For addibonal iformation please visk www.fresafety wermont. gow
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DFS HOT TOPICS Fire Safety Sheet Hollday Fire Safety

Smoke & CO Alarm Safety Tips

Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate sleeping area and on every level
of the home, including the basement. Interconnect all smoke alarms throughout the home.
When one sounds, they all sound.

Test alarms at least monthly by pushing the test button.

Replace batteries in all smoke alarms at least once a year. If an alarm “chirps”, waming the
battery is low, replace the battery right away.

Replace all smoke alarms, including alarms that use 10-year batteries and hard-wired alarms,
when they are 10 year old or sooner if they do not respond properly.

CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside each sleeping area and on every
level of the home

HOLIDAY DECORATING Safety

Be careful with holiday decorations. Choose decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant.

Keep lit candles away from decorations and other things that can burn.
Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but not both.

Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections. Connect no more than three strands of mini

light sets and a maximum of 50 bulbs for screw-in bulbs. Read manufacturer’s instructions for number of LED strands to
connect

Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do not get damaged.
Keep decorations away from windows and doors.

Blow out all candies when you leave the room or go to bed. Avold the uss of candies In the badroom and other areas where psople
may fall aslsep.

Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your home fire escape plan.
Keep children and pets away from lit candles.
Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.

Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stovetop.

Ask smokers to smoke outside. Remind smokers to keep their smoking materials with them so young children do not touch
them.

Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet cigarette butts with water before discarding.

Basic Fire Escape Planning
Your ability to get out depends on advance warning from smoke alarms and advance planning.

Pull together everyone in your household and make a plan. Walk through your home and inspect all possible exits and escape
routes. Households with children should consider drawing a floor plan of your home, marking two ways out of each room,

including windows and doors. Also, mark the location of each smoke alarm.

Everyone in the household must understand the escape plan. When you walk through your plan, check to make sure the escape
routes are clear and doors and windows can be opened easily.

Tell guests or visitors to your home about your family’s fire escape plan. When staying overnight at other people’s homes, ask
about their escape plan. If they don't have a plan in place, offer to help them make one.

Once you're out, stay out! Under no circumstances should you ever go back into a bumning building. If someone is missing,
inform the fire department dispatcher when you call. Firefighters have the skills and equipment to perform rescues.
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Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code Update

The Division of Fire Safety has begun the process to
update the 2012 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code. The
Division will be adopting the 2015 editions of the Life Safe-
ty , Fire and Building Codes and all related reference
codes. This process will take the Division the next few
months to complete with an anticipated effective date of
July 1, 2016. The Division has been conducting a prelimi-
nary review of the codes and comparing changes to the
Vermont Rules. I will keep you updated as the process
moves forward.
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The holidays are upon us again, with them come the cold weather, shorter days, and the hazards
related to snow and ice. For many of us preparing for winter is an annual ritual which we do by instinct
without giving much thought to the extra hazards which the holidays and the weather bring with them.
Included is a list of items we may want to be thoughtful about in the coming days.

e Christmas Trees are a major concern for fire safety personnel; many commercial occupancies are
limited to use of a tree. Here are some tips that will help you keep your tree safe for the holidays:

o Think about updating your lights, holiday lighting are designed to be used on a
temporary basis and can become a hazard if overused, also the new LED lighting elimi-

nates the heating issue and are very energy efficient.
o Water your tree daily, a dry tree is a flammable tree.

o Keep your tree away from any heat source, heaters, wood stoves or candles.

e Candles are the cause of many accidental fires this time of the year, please use with care and follow
these suggestions:

o Always keep candles away from flammable material such as curtains and clothing.
o Never leave lit candles unattended.

o Consider using alternatives devices like LED ornamental lighting
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Continued:

e Heating Systems and Chimney Vents require annual maintenance for both efficiency and safe-
ty. You should consider following these simple rules:

o Have your heating appliance serviced at least every 2 years.

o Inspect your chimney or vent system annually, depending on your fuel this may

need to be done more often.

o Always use and maintain the heating device as per the manufacturers requirements.

¢ Smoke and CO Detectors are the most important safety device a person can have in their home
but they are only good if they work. Inspecting your detectors is simple and should be done at
least once a month, please do these simple checks:
o Make sure the batteries have been replaced, we recommend replacing them when you
change your clocks.

o Push the test button on the alarm, if it does not alarm sound you may need to replace the

detector.

o If you are receiving false alarms with your detector it may need to be relocated, follow-

ing the manufactures installation guidelines will help minimize false alarms.

e Snow and Ice bring many hazards while walking and driving, but they also bring hazards to your
home and office which may need to be addressed:
o All exits should be cleaned and maintained in case the main exit becomes inaccessible
during an emergency, this should include the removal of snow and ice to allow for use by

you and others.

o Please check your vents and chimneys from being blocked after a heavy snowstorm, a
blocked vent can cause the exhaust to backup in your home creating a possible Carbon

Monoxide hazard which could be deadly.

o Be aware of heavy snow and ice buildup on roofs of your building, the building is de-

signed to withstand a normal snow load but an excessive buildup can cause collapse.

Following these guidelines could help keep you and your family safe this winter. For additional in-
formation you can contact your local fire department, your insurance company, contact the State of
Vermont, Division of Fire Safety at 800-640-2106. Additional information can be found at firesafe-
ty.vermont.gov
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Seasonal Ffire Salely

Updstad Novossbeor 2015

SEASONAL DECORATIVE ITEMS and CHRISTMAS TREES

VERMONT

| STATE |

I Requirements of the Vermont Fire and Building Safety Codes I

NFPA 1 - 10.14 Combustible Vegetation.

Combustible vegetation, including natural cut Chnstmas trees, shall be in

accordance with Table 1:10.14.1.1

Combustible Vegetation: In other than Health Care, Detention and Correctional
occupancies, combustible vegetation, including natural cut Christmas trees
otherwise prohibited under table 10.14.1 shall be permitted when located in areas
protected by an approved automatic fire sprinkler system

Table 10.14.1.1 as amended under
Vermont Fire & Building S Code
- Natural Natural
troe tree Bailed
Occupancy ""'h"' PERMITTED | PERMITTED |  tree
Permitted with A withcut A | Permitted
sprinkder Sprinider
system system
Mﬁ? . -
Apariment Within within
| putidings Unt_ J unit z
Assembly
Boara and x
 Cars
Businsss x
Day-cars x
Dstantion and =
Correctional
Dormitories X
Educational X
Heaalth cars X
Hotsls X
Industrial x x x
Lodging and * x
Mearcantlle x x
g;;g" Two X x x
Storage x x x

Provisions for Natural Cut Trees,

Where a natural cut tree is permitted, the bottom
end of the trunk shall be cut off with a straight
fresh cut at least 5 in. (13 mm) above the end
prior to placing the tree in a stand to allow the tree
to absorb water. 1:10.148.1

The tree shall be placed in a suitable stand with
water.1:10.1402

The water level shall be maintained above the
fresh cut and checked at least once daily.
1:10.1483

The tree shall be removed from the building
immediately upon evidence of dryness. 1:10.1484

Electrical Fire Safety.

Extension cords shall be plugged directly into
an approved receptacle, power tap, or mult-
plug adapter and shall, except for approved
mukti-plug extension cords, serve only one
portable appliance. 1:11:1.7.1

The ampacity of the extension cords shall not
be less than the rated capacity of the portable
appliance supplied by the cord. 1:11.1.7.2

Additional infformation on back

This sheed /s designed 10 provide infvemetion i sshasce the public sefely of el Vermonters. This fre safely sheef is a0t an sl inciusive Kst of siate lews of addi8cnsl code requirerents Bat oy
apply. This educetioos resource shee! does pol carty the fovee of legal apinion end wes developed by the Vermeont Division of R Sefety, wilh Informealion peowvided by The U8, Fre Adunisistation,
Conters for Disease Control snd Prevention, end the Neffondd Fire Prodection Associetion INFFA. For sddifconl information ploass visll weww Siresafely. vermont gov
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DFS CODE INFORMATION SHEET SEASONAL DECORATIVE ITEMS and CHRISTMAS TREES

Electrical Fire Satety. cont.

The extension cords shal be maintained in good condition without spiices, detenoration, or damage. 11.11.1.7.3

Multi-plug adapters, such as mult-plug extension cords, cube adapters, strip plugs. and other dewices, shall be Iisted and used in
accordance with their listing. 1:11.1.5.1

Extension cords and flexible cords shall not be affixed to structures; extend through walls, c=ilings, or floors, or under doors or floor
covenings; or be subject to environmental or physical damage. 1:11.1.7.5

Temporary electrical power and lighting installations shall be permitted for a period not to exceed 90 days for holiday decorative
lighting and similar purposes. [70:527.3(B)] 1:11.1.8.3

Provisions for Flame Resistance or Fire Residence.

Artificial vegetation and artificial Christmas trees shall be labeled or otherwise identfied or centified by the manufacturer as being fire
retardant. 1:10.14.3.1

Such fire retardance shall be demonstrated by each indvidual decorative vegetation item, including any decorative iighting. in an
approved manner, 1:10.14.3.2

Vegetation and Christmas trees shall not obstruct corridors, exit ways, or other means of egress. 1:10.14.4

Only listed electncal lights and wiring shall be used on naturd or artficial combustible vegetation, natural or artficial Christmas trees,
and other similar decorations. 1:10.14.5

Blectrical lights shall be prohibted on metal artficial trees. 1:10.146

Open flames such as from candles, lantems, kerosene heaters, and gas-fired heaters shall not be located on or near combustible
vegetation, Christmas trees, or other similar combustible matenals. 1:10.14.7

Combustible vegetation and natural cut Christmas trees shall not be located near heating vents or other fixed or portable heating
devices that could cause it to dry out prematurely or to be ignited. 1:10.14.8

Additional Holiday Decorating Safety Tips

The use of holiday decorations such as Christmas trees, garionds, efectric lights and candles can
increase the incidence of holiday fires. Following o few simple fire safety tips can help ensure
that you and your loved ones hove a fire-safe holiday season:

Make sure your natural tree is fresh (fresh needles won't break when you
bend them)

Cut off one to two inches of the trunk and place it in a stable holder keeping
the holder full of water.

7 seconds Keep the tree away from sources of heat to prevent your tree from drying.
Use only flame-proof listed decorations and check the wiring on all your
Do not overload electrical outlets or extension cords. Do not link more than
three light strands unless the directions indicate it is safe.

Never put tree branches or needles in a fireplace or wood burning stove. Dry
combustibles.

The best way to dispose of your tree is by taking it to a recycling center or
having it hauled away by a community pick-up service.

As you're putting away electrical light strings, take time to inspect each for
flaws. Throw out light sets if they have loose connections, broken or
cracked sockets or frayed or bare wires.

Do not place a faulty set of lights back into the storage box for next year's
use, replace damaged light strings with new energy-efficient LED lights.
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State of Vermont Dept of Public Safety

CALENDAR OF
Division of Fire Safety

www.firesafety.vermont.gov ME E%'

November 2015

SUN MON TUE | WED | THU FRI SAT ~BOARD DEADLINE
REMINDER~
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
If you have a board agenda
item, it needs to be received
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 at the Central Office

l k “ \ B no later than 2 weeks prior
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 e 2 to the board meeting.
VETERANS DAY (for all boards — Access,
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 HONORING ALL Electrical, Elevator &
WHO SERVED .
Plumbing)

29 30

10 Plumbing Board BERLIN
1 Veterans Day ~ State Offices Closed ALL
26 Thanksgiving Day ~ State Offices Closed ALL

27 Holiday ~ State Offices Closed

= - - =y

= 8~ T—
L]
15
WED | THU | FRI | SAT

1 2 3 4 5

10 11 12

17 18 19

24

31

From All of us here at

Electrical Board Meeting BERLIN

‘I}ie @i o e n Qf q:,ire S qfe ty 7 Access Board Meeting BERLIN

8 Elevator Board Meeting BERLIN

Have a safe and Happy Holiday Season! 16 Division Training for STAFF BERLIN

Christmas Day ~ State Offices Closed
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To be added to the monthly newsletter email
mailing list contact the Central Office
(802) 479-7561

REMEMBER .... Smoke Detectors, Fire Sprinklers and Carbon
Monoxide Detectors Save Lives

Vermont Department of Public Safety

Division of Fire Safety

Central Office HAZMAT Response Team Vermont Fire Academy
. Phone (802) 479-7586 . ]
1311 US Route 302— Suite 600 Fax (802) 479-7562 93 Davison Drive
Barre, VT 05641-2351 Toll Free (800) 641-5005 Pittsford, VT 05763
Phone (802) 479-7561 Fax (802) 479-7562 Phone (802) 483-2755 Fax (802) 483-2464
Toll Free (800) 640-2106 Toll Free (800) 615-3473
Regional Offices:
Williston Barre
380 Hurricane Lane— Suite 101 1311 US Route 302— Suite 500
Williston, VT 05495-2080 Barre, VT 05641-7301
Phone (802) 879-2300 Fax (802) 879-2312 Phone (802) 479-4434 Fax (802) 479-4446
Toll Free (800) 366-8325 Toll Free (888) 870-7888
Rutland Springfield
56 Howe Street, Building A— Suite 200 100 Mineral Street— Suite 307
Rutland, VT 05701 Springfield VT 05156-3168
Phone (802) 786-5867 Fax (802) 786-5872 Phone (802) 885-8883 Fax (802) 885-8885
Toll Free (888) 370-4834 Toll Free (866) 404-8883
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Waterbury—45 State Drive, Waterbury, VT 05671-1300— (802) 244-8781—Fax (802) 241-5371



