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VERMONT FIRE PREVENTION CODE

SECTION 1. TITLE

: These regulations are adopted pursuant to Title 20
V.S.A. Section 2721, and shall be known and clted as the
Fire Prevention Code of the State of Vermont.

SECTION 2. INTENT OF CODE

It is the Intent of this code to prescribe regulatlions
conslistent with natlonally recognized good practice for the
safeguarding of l1life from the hazards of fire and explosion
arising from the storage, handling, and use of hazardous
substances, materials, and devices, and from conditions
hazardous to life or property in the use or occupancy of
buildings or premises. _

SECTION 3. BSCOPE

~(a) This code shall apply to all public bulldings and
facllities and to all storage, handling, and use of hazardous ,
substances, materlals, and devices.

(b) The provisions of this code shall apply equally to
new and existing conditions except that exlsting conditlons
not in strict compliance with the terms of this code shall
be permitted to continue where in the opinion of the Marshal
the exceptions do not constitute a distinct hazard to 1ife
or property. -

_ (¢) Nothing contained in this code shall be construed -
as applying to the transportation of any article or thing
shipped under the jurisdiction of and in compliance with -
the regulations prescribed by the United States Department
of Transportation, nor as applying to the military forces of
the United States. .

(d) ©Nothing contained in this code shall be construed
to prevent the enforcement of other laws which prescribe
more restrictive limitations.

SECTION 4, DEFINITIONS
(a) As used in the Vermont Fire Prevention Code:

(1) "Addition" -means any extension or enlargement of

a building . - A

(2) "Alteration" means a change or rearrangement in
the structural parts of a bullding, or a change in required
window or exit. facilities, or in the building service equip—
ment regulated by this. code




(3 "Approved" means approved by the Marshal.
(4) "Authority having jurisdiction" means the Marshal.

(5) "Building" means public building as defined
under Chapter 25, Title 18, V.S.A. §1301.

(6) "Building service equipment" 1is the mechanical,
electrical, plumbing and elevator egulpment, including piping,
wiring, fixtures, and other accessories which constitute the
sanitation, lighting, heating, ventilating, air condlitloning,

- fire extingulshing, and transportation facilitiles provided or
required in a building. '

" (7) T"Marshal" means the State Fire Marshal or his
autho:ized'representative. ' :

(8) T"Repair" means the renewal, replacement, or
reinforcement of any existing part of a bullding, in keeping
with its existing type of construction, arrangement of parts
and occupancy, for maintenance purposes, including replacements
and reinforcements because of fire damage and damage caused
by the force of objects and the elements against a building.

(9) "Repair, minor" is the renewal or replacement
of any part of a buillding in keepling with the existing type of
construction, arrangement of parts, and occupancy of the
building, for maintenance purposes when the structural parts
of the building are not affected. : -

(b) VWhen terms are not defined in this section and are
defined in the adopted National Safety Standards, they shall
have the meaning ascribed to them in such Standards.

(¢) Where terms are not defined under the provisions of
this code or under the provisions of the adopted National
Safety standards, they shall have ascribed to them thelr
ordinary accepted meanings or such as the context herein may
imply.

SECTION 5. ADOPTION OF NATIONAL SAFETY STANDARDS

(a) There is hereby adopted by the State Fire Marshal
for the purpose of prescribing regulations governing conditlons
hazardous to 1ife and property from fire or explosion in public
bulldings and facilities, the following nationally recognized
safety standards, being particularly the speclified editlon
- thereof except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified,
or amended, of which standards one copy is on file in the Office
of the Secretary of State and the same are hereby adopted and
~ incorperated as fully as if set out at length herein. '
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(1) Standard for Water Tanks for Private Fire Pro-
tection - National Fire Protection Asscclation Standard.
Number 22, 1971 Edition. '

(2) PFlammable and Combustible Liqulds Code - National
Fire Protection Associatlon Standard Number 30, 1969 Edition.

(3) Standard for Spray Finishing Using Flammable and
Combustible Materilals -~ National Fire Protection Assoclation
Standard Number 33, 1969 Editlon. '

(4) Standard for Dip Tanks Containing Flammable or
Combustible Liquids, National Fire Protection Association
~Standard Number 34, 1971 Editilon.

- (5) Standard for the Installation of Gas Appliances and
Gas Piping - National Fire Protection Assoclatlion Standard o
Number 54, 1969 Edltion. '

(6) Standard for the Installation of Gas Piping and
Gas Equipment on Industrial Premises and Certaln Other
Premises - National Fire Protectlon Assoclation Standard
Number 54%A, 1969 Edition. ‘ '

(7) Standard for the Storage and Handling of Liquefiled
Petroleum Gases - National Fire Protectlon Association Stand-
ard Number 58, 1969 Edition.

(8) Standard for the Storage and Handling of Liguefied
Petroleum Gases at Utility Gas Plants - National Fire Protection
Association Standard Number 59, 1968 Edition.

" (9) Standard for the Production, Storage and Handling of
Liquefied Natural Gas - National Fire Protection Associatlon
Standard Number 59A, 1971 Edition. , _ :

(10) Lightning Protection Code - Natlonal Fire Protection
Association Standard Number 78, 1968 Edition. :

(11) Standard for Prevention of Furnace Explosions in
Natural Gas-fired Multiple Burner Boller-Furnaces - Natlonal
Fire Protection Association Standard Number 85B, 1971 Edition.

(12) Standard for Prevention of Furnace Explosions 1n
Fuel 0il-fired Multiple Burner Boller-Furnaces - National ‘
Fire Protection Assoclation Standard Number 85D, 1971 Edition.

‘ (13) Standard for Prevention of Furnace Explosions in
Pulverlzed Coal-fire Multiple Burner Boller-Furnaces -~ National
Fire Protection Association Standard Number 85L, 1971 Edition.

(1%¥) Standard for Tank Vehicles for Flammable and Com-
bustible Liguids - National Fire Protection Assoclatlion Standard
Number 385, 1971 Edition. '
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(15) Standard for Portable Shipping Tanks - National ,
Fire Protection Association Standard Number 385, 1970 Edition.

(16) Code for the Storage of Ammonium Nitrate - National
Fire Protection Association Standard Number 490, 1970 Edition.

(17) Separation Distances of Ammonium Niﬁrate and Blast-
ing Agents from Exploslves or Blasting Agents - National Fire
Protection Association Standard Number 492, 1968 Edition,

(18)  Standard for the Prevention of Dust Explosions in
Woodworking and Wood Flour Manufacturing Plants -~ National
Fire Protection Assoclation Standard Number 664, 1971 Edition.

(19) Wherever practicable and pursuant to 18 V.S.A.
§13054A, whenever federal, state, county and municipal funds
are available Maklng Buildings and Facllities Accessible to
and Usable by the Physlcally Handicapped - American Standards
.Association Specification A1l7.1, dated 1961.

(k) . Code for Life Safeﬁy from Fire in Builldings and
Structures - Natlonal Fire Protectlon Associatlon Standard
Number 101, 1970 Edition.

APPENDIX: ,

10 Installation of Portable Fire Extinguishers, 1970.

10A Maintenance and Use of Portable Fire Extinguishers, 1970.

11 Foam Extinguishing Systems, 1970.

11A High Expansion Foam Systems, 1970.

12 Carbon Dioxide Extinguishing Systems, 1968.

124 Halogenated Fire Extinguishing Agent Systems, 1971.

13 Installation of Sprinkler systems, 1971.

13A Care and Maintenance of Sprinkler Systems, 1971.

14 Installation of Standplpe and Hose Systems, 1971.

15 Water Spray Fixed Systems for Fire Protection, 1969.

17 Dry Chemical extinguishing Systems, 1969.
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1971.

Installation of Centrifugal Fire Pumps, 1971.
Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code, 1969.
Tnstallation of 011 Burning Equipment, 1968.
Dry Cleaning Plants, 1970 _
Manufacture of Organic Coatings, 1971.
Solvent Extractioﬁ:Plants 1967.

Storage and Handling of Cellulose Nitrate Motion
Picture Film, 1967

Installation of Gas Appliances and Gas Plping in
Buildings, 1969.

Inhalation Anesthetlics Code, 1971.

Hospital Laboratorles, 1970.

Hyperbaric Facilitles, 1970.

Nonflammable Medlcal Cas Systems, 1970. o St
Storage and Handling of LiQuefied_Petroleum Gases, 1969.
Prevention of Dust Expldsions in Starch Factories, 1971.

Prevention of Dust Explosions in Grain Elevators and

. Bulk Handling Facilities, 1970.

Prevention of Dust'Explqsions In Flour and Feed Millls,
Allied Grain Storage Elevators, 1971.

Dust Hazards of Pulverized Sugar and Cocoa, 1967.

Preventlon of Dust Explosions 1n Aluminum Powder
Manufacture, 1967.

Explosion and Fire Protection in Plants Handling Magnesium
Powder or Dust, 1968. '

Prevention of Dust Explosions in the Plastics Industry,
1970. ' '

Prevention of Dust Ignitions in Spice Grindlng. Plants,

Prevention of Dust Explosibns_in Conféctionery’Maﬁu—
facturing Plants, 1967.

Preventlon of Dust Explosions in Woodworking and Wood
Flour Manufacturing Plants, 1971. '




68 ° Explosion Venting Guide, 1954
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. National Electrical Code, 1971. -

Central Station Proﬁectiée Signaling'Systems,‘1970}
Local Protective SignalingVSystems; 1967. : |
puxiliary Protective Signaling Systems, 1967.
Remote Station Pfétective Signaling Systems; 1967.
Proprietary Protective Sighéling Systems, 1967.
Essential Electrical Systems for Hqspitals, 1971.
Pire Doors and Windows, 1970. ' o
Tncinerators and Rubbish Handling, 1971.

Prevention of Furnace Exploslons in Fuel 01l and
Natural Gas-Fired Watertube Boller-Furnaces with
One -Burner, 1967. '
Construction and Protection o} Plers and.Wharves;'IQTl.
Garagas,.1968,

Clearances for Heat Pfoducing Appliances, 1971.

Alr Conditioning and Ventilating Systems, 1971.

Tnstallation of Residence Warm Alr Heating and
Air Conditioning Systems, 1971. '

Installation of Blower and Exhaust Systems for Dust
Stock and Vapor Removal or Conveying, 1961.

Vapor Removal from Commercial Cooking Equipment, 1971.

Tents, Grandstands, and Air-Supported Structures Used
for Places of Assembly, 1967.

Smoke and Heat Venting Guide,; 1968.

Chimneys, Fireplaées and Venting Systems, 1971.
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220 Standard Types of Bullding Constructlon, 1961
231 Indoor General Storage 1970.

.2kl Standard for Safeguarding Building Construction
: Operations, 1968. ,

251 Methods of Fire Tests of Building Construction ‘and
Materials, 1969.

252 Methods of Fire Tests of Door Assemblies,-l969

255 Tests of Surface Burning Characteristics of Building
Materials, 1969. :

409 AircraftlHangers, 1971.
501A Mobile Home Parks, 1971.
501B Mobile Homes, 1971.
701 Fire Tests for Flame‘Resistant'Textiles and Films, 1969.
703 Fire Retardant Treatments.for Buiiding Materials, 1961. "
(c) All existing Fire Prevention regulations are rescinded
except this code shall 1nclude the following Vermont Fire
Prevention regulations promulgated by the State Fire Marshal
of which regulations one copy is on file in the Office of the
Secretary of State and the same are incorporated as fully as
if set out at length herein.
(1) Fireworks, 1953 Edltlon as amended.
(2) Small Heating and Cooxing Appliances, 1957 Edition.
(3) Explosives, 1961 Edition.
SECTION 6, REFERENCE DOCUMENTS

(a) The specifications for the regulations set forth in
Section 5 shall be found in the following reference document

(1) Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc. - Fire Protection
Equlpment List, 1971 Edition as amended.

g (2) Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc -.Building. -~ ~~.
Materials ‘List, 1971 Edition as amended. '
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(3) Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc. - Gas and 01l
Eguipment List, 1970 Edition as amended. o

(4) Amerlican Insurance Assoclation - Natilonal
Building Code, 1967 Edition.

(5) Factory Mutual Engiﬁeering Corporation - Factory
Mutual Approval Guide, 1972 Edition. A . ‘

(6) Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning Contractors’
 National Association, Inc. - Fire Damper Guide for Alr Handling
Systems, 1972 Edition.

(7) National Electrical Code - National Fire Pro-
tection Association Standard Number 70, 1971 Edition.

(8) Standard for the Installation and Use of
Stationary Combustion Engines and Gas Turbines - National
Fire Protection Assoclation Standard Number 37, 1970 Edition.

(9) Retail and Wholesale Lumber Storage Yards -
National Fire Protection Association Standard Number 47,
1961 Edition. '

(1.0) Standard for Gaseous Hydrogen Systems at
Consumer Sites - National Fire Protection Association Standard
Number 50A, 1969 Edition.

_ (11) Standard for Liquefied Hydrogen Systems at
Consumer Sites - National Fire Protection Assoclation Standard
Number 50B, 1971 Edition. :

: (12) Standard for the Ihstallation and Operation of
Oxygen-Fuel Gas Systems for Welding and Cutting - Natlonal
Fire Protection Associlation Standard Number 51, 1969 Edition.

(13) Standard for Fumigation - National Fire
Protection Association Standard Number 57, 1968 Edition

(14) Standard for the Installation, Malntenance
and Use of Municipal Fire Alarm Systems - Natlonal Fire
Protection Association Standard Number 73, 1367 Edition.

(15) Standard for the Protectidn.of Electronic
Computer/Data Processing Equipment - National Fire Protectilon
Assoclation Standard Number ‘75, 1968 Edition.

(16) Standard for Ovens and Furnaces - National "’
 PFire Protection Association Standard Number 864, 1671 Edition.
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(17) Standard for Tndustrial Furnaces - National
Fire Protection Association Standard Number 86B, 1971 Edition.

(18) Manual on Roof Coverings - National Fire ,
Protection Association Standard Number 203M, 1970 Edition.

(19) Guide on Building Areas and Heights — National -
Fire Protection Association Standard Number 206M, 1970
Edition. '

, (20) Homes and Camps in Forest Areas - National Fire
Protection Association Standard Number 224, 1969 Editlon.

(21) Standard for Storage of Cellular Rubber and
Plastic Materials - National Fire Protection Assoclation
Standard Number 231B, 1968 Edition. '

i (22) Standard for the Protection of Records -
Natlonal Fire Protection Assoclation Standard Number 232,
1970 Edition.

(23) Fire Protéction Standard for Marinas and’Boatyards -
National Fire Protection Association Standard Number 303, 1969
BEdition. ‘ S

_ (24) Standard on Basic Classiflcation of Flammable
and Combustible Liquids - National Fire Protection Association
. Standard Number 321, 1969 Edition.

(25) Standard Procedures for Cleaning or Safeguarding
Small Tanks and Containers - National Fire Protection Association
Standard Number 327, 1570 Editlon.

(26) Standard for Aircraft Fuel Servicing - Nztional
Fire Protection Association Standard Number 407, 1971 Edition.

(27) Standard on Alrcraft Ramp Fire Hazard Classification
and Precautions - National Fire Protection Association Standard
Number 411, 1970 Edition. |

(28) Fire Protection Practice for Facilities Handling
Radiocactive Materials - National Fire Protection Association
Standard Number 801, 1970 Edition. '

(b) . The Fire Marshal may:

(1) Direct that tests of materials, devices, or
structural assemblies be made, or sufficient evidence or
_ proof be submitted, at the expense of the owner, where
such evidence or proof is necessary to determine whether
the materlal, devlce, or construction meets the requirements
of this code. - ' -




(2) Revoke or refuse to 1lssue an approval where in the
opinion of the Marshal the results of tests referred to in
subsection (1) are not satisfactory. :

(c) In the case of any conflict between the provisions
of this code and those of any reference document, the provlisions
of this code will always take precedence. .

SECTION 7. INDEPENDENT SECTIONS: VALIDITY OR CONSTITUTIONALITY

Each section of this code and every part of each section
is an 1ndependent section and the holding of any section or
part thereof to be unconstitutional, void, or ineffective for
any cause does not affect the validity or constitutionality
of any other section or part thereof.

SECTION 8. ANNUAL HEARING

Annually, on or before ‘October 1, a hearing shall be
conducted by the Fire Marshal's Office pursuant to the Admini-
strative Procedures Act for the purpose of amendlng, or adopting
newly amended sections of the approprlate sections of the NFPA
Code or such other sections of this ,code as the Fire Marshal
deems appropriate. ,

SECTION 9. RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER

Neither the granting of an approval of the drawings and
specificatlions nor inspections made by the Marshal shall 1in
any way relieve the owner or lessee of such public building
or premises from full responsibility for carrylng out the work
or having the work carried out in accordance with the require-
ments of this code. ‘

SECTION 10, DUTIES OF THE OWNERS

Every owner or lessee of publlic property or premlses
shall:

(a) Permlt the Marshal to enter any publlc building or
premises at any reasonable time for the purpose of administering
or enforcing this code.

(b) Obtain approval of drawings and specifications
from the Marshal for all construction or major alteration

of publlc buildings or premises prior to starting work on
the bullding site.

(e) Give written notice to the Marshal 30 days prior to
desired occupancy or use of the building or premlses described
in the plans and specifications approved by the Marshal.
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(dé) Obtaln an occupancy approval from the Marshal
prior to any:

(1) Occupancy of a building or part thereof
after construction or alteration of that building or part, or

_ (2) Use of any plant or equipment on the
premises, or ' ‘ :

(3) Change in the class of occupancy of any
building or part thereof.

SECTION 11. DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS, WHEN REQUIRED.

Where this code is applicable under Section 3 and before
a building or facility or an addition to a building or facillty
1s constructed or erected, and before a bullding or facility
1s altered or relocated, or bullding equipment is installed
therein, drawlngs and specifications relating to the work and
equipment under consideratlon shall be prepared In conformity
with Section 13 of this code and be submitted to the Marshal .
for inspection, except that no drawings or specificatlons need
be filed for alterations %to or extensions of bulldlng service
equipment which are performed under the supervilision or direction

of a professional engineer or reglstered archltect, or for
minor repalrs.

SECTION 12. DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS, WHEN AND WHERE
c TO FILE

Prior to bveginning the constructlon or erection of any
buillding or facility for which drawings and specifications are
required under Section 11 of this code, the owner thereof or
‘hils agent shall submit not less than two coples of said drawlngs
and specifications to the State Fire Marshal, Montpeller, ~
- Vermont, for approval.

SECTION 13. DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS TO BE ADEQUATE.

(a) Drawings requlired under Sectlon 11 shall be drawn
to scale and shall be sufficiently clear, comprehenslive, detalled
and leglble when submitted to the Marshal so that, together
with any accompanying speclficatlons and data, a person who
is competent 1in such matters can readlly determine whether
or not the proposed building, addition, or alteration, and
all proposed bullding equipment will conform in safety to
all applicable provisions of this code.
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(b) The live loads used 1n the design of the bullding
shall be tabulated on the drawlngs for all work to which
such drawings apply. : ' ' '

SECTION 14. DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS, REQUIRED
- . EVIDENCE OF RESPONSIBILITY

| Drawings and specifications,'when submitted for inspection
as required under Sectlon 11, shall bear the identification
of the person primarily responsible for their preparation .

- and for the provisions for safety shown thereiln.

SECTION 15. DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS, INSPECTION OF

The Marshal shall examline drawings and specifications
for compliance with this code when they are submitted to
him for approval. Within 60 days from date of receipt, the
marshal's office shall have an initial contact with the ap-
plicant for the purpose of granting approval, condlitlonal

_approval with recommendatlons, if any, or disapproval as the

case may be. Such contact however made shzall always be con-
firmed in writing. '

SECTION 16. DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS, APPROVAL OF.

(a) When the Marshal finds that the drawings and
specifications submltted to him for approval under Section
11 conform to the applicable provisions of this code, he shall
endorse or stamp such drawlngs and specifications as approved
by the Marshal.

(b} Nothing in this code shall be construed to prevent
the Marshal from issulng a conditional approval for the
construction of part of a bullding or structure befare
the entire drawings and specifications of said bullding or
structure have been submitted or approved, provided adequate
information and detailed statements have been submitted for
the same and have been found to comply with thls code.

(¢) Every approval 1ssued ls conditloned upon:

(1) Construction being started within six months from
the lssue date of the approval.

(2) Construction not being discontinued or suspended
for a perlod of more than one year.
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SECTION 17. DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS, REVOCATION OF
APPROVAL OF '

The Marshal may revoke an approval issued if any violation
of this code 1s found upon inspection or in case there has been
any false statement or misrepresentation as to a material
fact in the drawings and specifications on which the approval
was based. - B o : '

SECTION 18. DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS, APPROVED SET
- REQUIRED _

(a) One set of drawings and specificatlions approved under
Section 16 shall be returned to the owner and shall be kept
at the slte of the work for which the drawlngs and specil-
fications were approved and shall be available for reference .
by the Marshal at all times during working hours whille such
work is in progress. :

(b) The Marshal shall stamp or endorse additional sets
of drawings and specificatlons which have been approved by
him, in addition to the two sets required under Section 12,
when so requested by the owner or hils agent. ¢

SECTION 19. DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS, CONFORMITY TO

The construction, erection, and alteratlon of a bullding,
and any addition thereto, and the eguipment and maintenance
thereof shall conform to required drawings and specifications
which have been approved by the Marshal, except for minor
deviations which do not involve a violatlion of thils code.

SECTION 20. SPECIAL SUPERVISION, WHERE REQUIRED

Where, in the opinion of the Fire Marshal, the work covered
by approved drawlings and specifications involves construction
or equipment which is hazardous or complex or for other good
reason requires speclal or expert supervislon, the Fire Marshal
may reguire the archltect who signed such drawings and speclfi-
cations or professional engineer who affixed hils seal thereto,
or made the plans or computations for such work, to provide
speclal inspection of the work involved and to certify upon
completion that the work is done in substantial conformity
with the approved drawlngs and speclfications as they relate
to safety. Where such architect or professional engineer.
is not avallable, another architect or professional englneer,

or other qualified person shall perform the required special
inspection. ' S SEEITE
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SECTION 21. INSPECTION

1f the drawings and specifications for the erection,
construction, repalr, alteratlon, relocating, or equipment of
a building are subject to inspection by the Marshal, under
Section 11, he shall make or cause to be made such inspections,
investigations, and determinations as are necessary to deter-
mine whether or not the work which has been performed
and the installations which have been made are in conformlty
with the approved drawlngs and specifications relating
thereto, except to the extent speclal inspection is provided
under Section 20. - o - _ -

SECTION 22. LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES
The code shall not be construed to hold the Marshal
responsible for any damage to persons Or property by reason
of the inspection or reinspection authorized hereln or
failure to inspect or reinspect or the approval of drawings
and specifications as hereiln provided or by reason of the
approval or disapproval of any equipment authorized herein.

SECTION 23. PENALTIES
Every person who fails to comply with any provisions of

this code or who falls to carry: out an order made under

thls code or any condition attached to an approval or to

which an approval 1s subject is guilty of an offense and

shall be subjJect %o prosecution as provided for in Title

20 V.S.A. §2727, or §3021(g), as the case may be.

SECTION 24. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION o e

Any information necessarily required by the Fire Marshal
or his reprgsentative which shall be of & confidential, prop-
rietary or trade secret nature, shall bé treated as confidential
~when SO identified. T

SECTION 25. EFFECTIVE DATE

{a)} These rules and regulations shall become effective
June 1, 1972 and shall not be retroactive except when conditlons
exist which are inimical to fire preventlion and public safety.
(20 V.S.A. §2721(d) and 20 V.5.A. §3021(4)).

(b) 'These rules shall not apply:

(1) To designs pegun before January 1, 1972, ir
such design willl be completed and submitted for approval to
the Fire Marshal on OF pefore June 30, 1972 and & letter of
intent to submit such designs is received py. the Fire Marshal -
on or before the effective date of these rules; B T
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(2} To construction begun on or before January 1, .
1972 and completed by June 30, 1972, when deslgn plans for such
construction were submltted to and approved by the Fire Marshal
before the effective date of the rules and no subsequent changes
have been made. I '

(1859
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REVISION NOTES

Attached hereto are the proposed fire regulations
as amended, which include suggestions made at the last
hearing together with changes deemed necessary by the
fire marshal's office. We have taken the rules as
previously drafted, bracketed material that we will
delete, underlined materials that we are proposing to
add. In the case of section 5 considerable change
was effected which was somewhat complicated. Conse-
gquently, the material is not underlined. Its inclusion
follows the following format: .

Section 5A includes those NFPA pamphlets which are
being adopted as regulations. A number of the original
pamphlets have been deleted but appear in

Section 5B which separates Life Safety Code Humberx
101 and makes specific reference to its appendix volumes.
5C provides for the retention of thnree current fire
marshal regulation books. :

Section 6, previcusly restricted to a small number ‘
of pamphlets entitled standards has been expanded, including

.many of the pamphlets that were included under the original

section 5A. It should be noted that these pamphlets are
designed as guides (not regulations) fox the conformation
to regulations spelled cut in the pamphlets sections 5A and

Some objections were raised at the hearing or in writing’
which we cannot validly amend in view of certain statutory -
requirements or recognition of particular working conditions.
They are as follows: ' .

a2, Ohjection to use of the definition of public buildings
as incorporated in Title 18. Unfortunately, Title 20 reguires
that we usa this particular definition and until it is changed
by the lagislature, it is the one that we must go by.

b. Failure of the regulations to require the marshal to —

respond within a limited period of time, Unfortunately, we .
nust consider the size of the marshal's staff...at the moment
we cannot commit the marshal’s staff to answering or respond-
ing within a limited time period since the staff is not large
enough to carry this kind of reguirement out without endanger-
ing the kind of buildings we approve, Minimum time response
would probably result in rejection of the plans within the
time required, causing the architect to resubmit them. It
seams a lot simpler for the architect to submit the drawings
once and wait a little longer, than to have to go through

the whole procedure more than once. ‘
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¢. The objection to incorporation of rules and
regulations by réference is without merit unless the
incorporation is not specific. 1In the instant case
all regulations adopted are done &0 specifically and
will continue to be in effect even if they are super-
ceded by new NFPA regulations, unless the fire marshal's
office, at the annual hearing provided for in the regu-

- lations, adopts the new regulations., In each instance

the general public will have an opportunity to object

or confirm the adoption of these requlations. Conse-
quently, the fire marshal's office and the general public .
are not relinguishing their right to adopt regqulations

to an independent out-cf-state agency.

d. Although the requirements of section 13B provide
that live loads uged in the design of the building be .
listed it should be remembered that the fire marshal has
no authority to regulate such load. It was the intention -
here to be able to point out where such loads may be
inadequate, based on the accumulated knowledge of the fire
marshal's office.

e. FEvidence of responsibility and certification of
architects required in section 14 has been dropped in view
of the fact that architects are comeitting themselves, = -
when they use their seal, to following regquired regulation,
standards and codes, : '

£f. The objection to the incorporation in the rules.
of the American Standards Assocliation specification on
facilities to be used by the physically handicapped have
been qualified by reference to the fact that such require-
ments are necessary when federal, state, county and municipal
funds are available for the building. In view of the termi-
nology "whenaver practicable® it 'should be assumed that such
regulaticns will not be applied where impracticable.

Some changes were made based on requests to do so which
indicate first of all when the new rales will go into effect
and secondly how they will be applied to drawings and rulld-
ings already in progress {see section 25). DPursuant to
suggestion, section 24 was added to preserve confidential
information when so identified.

We have also provided for an annual hearing (see
section 8) which the marshal is required to conduct pursuant
+to the administrative procedures act. Such hearing will
amend or adopt newly amended sections of the appropriate
sections of the NFPA, It is conceivable that at an annual
hearing new regulations of the NFPA may be rejected and.old
ones retained. = This would usually be based upon tha needs -
of Vermont in particular.
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Cértain powers of fire marshal as spelled out in
section 8 have been deleted for the following reasons:

1. Certain of these powers are assumed pursuant to
the authority established by the statutes. Other are
clearly outside the scope of his authority. Consequently,
you will notice that sectlion 8, paragraphs "d" and "e" ‘
are now included under subsection "d" of section 6.

-~ It should also be noted that under the statutory
provisions, the fire marshal may exercise discretion in
application of these rules, where, in the language of '
the Statute (2721{e)) "strict compliance with such

provisions would entail practical difficulty or unnecessary
_hardship or is otherwise found to be unwarranted, provided

that such variation or exemption or approoved eguivalent
or alternate compliance secures the public safety”.



